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Twin Cities Area Reading Council (TCARC) under the Minnesota Reading Association (MRA) has worked to 

creatively meet the ever-changing literacy needs of its constituents. With a vision of literacy and equity for all, the 
TCARC Board has offered a variety of mini workshops embedded in literacy, including the integration of 
technology, strategic reading, comprehension, writing, and intervention strategies, equity and social-emotional 
learning, independent reading and read-aloud book talks, among other literacy topics. TCARC has hosted the 
following workshops over the past year:  

 
● January 2017: TCARC partnered with Central Minnesota Reading Council and College of Saint 

Benedict/Saint John’s University to host a wonderful, practical event with Donalyn Miller, author of The 
Book Whisperer and Reading in the Wild.  

● April 2017: TCARC was honored to host literacy guru, Lucy Calkins, for a Saturday event with nearly 500 in 
attendance. In her presentation, “A Fast-Paced Intensive Overview of the Writing Workshop,” Lucy shared 
that teacher knowledge of the writing process, as well as explicit strategy instruction, and time to write 
help to develop necessary skills for students to be successful with the kinds of writing required for college 
and career readiness. Lucy reminded us, “It takes really clear strategy instruction to lift the level of 
students’ writing. That requires knowledge—and also an understanding that teaching writing is a lot like 
teaching tennis or soccer, where you demonstrate, and then the kids go about their work, and then you 
coach.”   

● October 2017: TCARC coordinated with Scholastic Education to welcome Scholastic’s Chief Academic 
Officer, Michael Haggen, who led a discussion with literacy leaders about equity in our schools. The 
evening was filled with discussion about literacy, closing the “opportunity” gap, and opening our 
classrooms to world views by supporting classroom libraries equipped with books representing all 
students and a variety of genres.   

● February 2018: TCARC collaborated with Scholastic Education to host a Saturday workshop with literacy 
expert, Pamela Allyn, founding director of LitWorld, a global literacy initiative. Participants were treated 
to Pam Allyn’s passion and extensive knowledge in literacy instruction and social-emotional learning with 
equity in education throughout her presentation, “Every Child a Super Reader: Engaging Students for 
School Success.” Pam Allyn’s work with Ernest Morrell focuses on 7 Strengths that can be nurtured in 
children to support their growth as “super readers”: belonging, curiosity, friendship, kindness, confidence, 
courage, and hope. 

● May 2018: TCARC welcomed popular literacy expert, Jennifer Serravallo, presenting on “Complete 
Comprehension.” Jen explored assessment and strategies that support comprehension goals, and the 
ways in which comprehension intersects with levels of text complexity. Jen is the author of many articles 
and books, including The Reading Strategies Book, The Writing Strategies Book, and Understanding Texts 
and Readers: The Complete Comprehension Handbook.  
 
TCARC looks forward to the year ahead with more opportunities to provide valuable professional 

development for its members and literacy educators across the state of Minnesota.  


