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The field of teaching is always changing, and as educators we have had to keep pace with 

the ever-changing demands of the world around us. Just one of the areas of great change is in 
how we teach literacy, specifically digital literacy. Because the world of digital literacy is rapidly 
changing, our goals need to be in line with how we teach students to think critically, 
communicate, and maneuver through various forms of digital media sources. We can no longer 
assume that it is solely the role of the Media Specialist to teach students how to communicate, 
and learn through digital literacies. All teachers must find ways to routinely integrate technology 
into the content areas in order to help prepare students for a world where they are expected to 
comprehend and communicate using a variety of technologies. Highlights of some ways that 
educators can integrate technology into their daily teaching are provided subsequently. 
 

• Use various print media to help students practice comprehension strategies. This may 
sound obvious, but in reality, how often is this happening in our schools? Are students 
given access daily to digital print? Are they asked to practice the comprehension 
strategies they are learning with digital print? Are students allowed to use digital print for 
“read to self” time?  

 
• Encourage students to view/read a variety of perspectives from different media sources 

on a topic. The English Language Arts (ELA) standards require students to think 
critically and to understand a variety of perspectives in text. Social media and various 
other forms of digital media are great ways to immerse students in debate, critical 
thinking, and the role of perspective in text. In addition, students may listen to a topic 
from various perspectives via podcasts or by reading them via blogs. Students may then 
create their own podcasts or blogs, giving their own perspectives and opinions based on 
what they have heard, read, and experienced.   

 
• Use different forms of media to foster communication skills in students. A great deal of 

our communication is done through technology these days. Most of our students have an 
email address. They text. They tweet. They Instagram. We can build on students’ prior 
knowledge to help them learn how to express themselves thoughtfully via digital 
modalities. We can teach students how to share ideas and opinions about what they are 
learning using social networks designed for schools such as Edmodo and Schoology. In 
addition, we can use apps such as Padlet to have students respond in class to what they 
are learning.  

 
  



 

 

On April 21, 2016, the Twin Cities Area Reading Council (TCARC) will be hosting a 
workshop on technology and literacy integration. The speakers, Sean Beaverson and Andrew 
Rummel, will share with us their knowledge on how to best integrate media literacy standards 
into the curriculum, as well as, how to teach students to be critical readers with online material.  
The event will take place at the Bloomington Educational Service Center from 5:30-8:00 p.m..  
A boxed dinner will be included with the workshop.  Please visit the Minnesota Reading 
Association (MRA) website at http://mra.onefireplace.org/ for more information and to register 
for the event. We hope you will be able to attend our event, and continue your learning in ways 
to help students become critical thinkers in an age of digital literacy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


